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CALIFORNIA 
ENVIRONMENTAL 
REPORTING  
SYSTEM
(CERS)
Statewide web-based system that supports 
the electronic exchange of required Unified 
Program information among businesses, local 
governments and the U.S. EPA.  
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HISTORY 



ABOUT CERS
SUMMARY

• AB 2286

• January 1, 2009

• Requires regulated businesses to report and 
submit mandatory info electronically  to 
either the statewide California 
Environmental Reporting System (CERS), or 
to the local UPAs reporting portal.
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• Facility Information

• Hazardous Material Business Plans

• Site Maps

• Emergency Response Plan/Contingency 

• Underground Storage Tanks

• Aboveground Storage Tanks

• Hazardous Waste Generation

• Inspections

• Compliance and Enforcement Actions 

REQUIRED INFO



1) Business Creates CERS 
Account

2) Business Requests Access to Facility 
Account

3) CUPA Reviews and Approves Access Request

Creates CERS facility Account

Automated email from CERS to CUPA

Or to Lead User of the business

Automated email from CERS to CUPA

5) CUPA Review Submission: Accept/ Reject 
with further instructions noted

Automated email from CERS to Business

Business Interaction with CUPA/PA Through CERS

Note: For submissions with multiple program elements such hazardous waste, 
and hazardous materials etc., there will be a notification of the submission status
for each element.

4) Business Enters Program Specific Data 
and Submits for Review



HAZARDOUS 
MATERIAL 
BUSINESS PLAN 
(HBMP)
A business shall establish and implement a 
business plan for emergency response to a 
release or threatened release of hazardous 
material. 

Hazardous material business plan shall include: 
Facility Information, HazMat Inventory, Site Map, 
Emergency Response Plan, and Employee 
training. 

Sample Footer Text 7HCS§  25507(a), 25508(b)



(n) (1) “Hazardous material” means that, because of its quantity, concentration, or physical or chemical 
characteristics, poses a significant present or potential hazard to human health and safety or to the environment if 
released into the workplace or the environment, or a material specified in an ordinance adopted pursuant to 
paragraph (3).
(2) Hazardous materials include all of the following:

(A) A substance or product for which the manufacturer or producer is required to prepare a material safety data 
sheet pursuant to the Hazardous Substances Information and Training Act (Chapter 2.5 (commencing with Section 
6360) of Part 1 of Division 5 of the Labor Code) or pursuant to any applicable federal law or regulation.

(B) A substance listed as a radioactive material in Appendix B of Part 30 (commencing with Section 30.1) of Title 10 
of the Code of Federal Regulations, as maintained and updated by the United States Nuclear Regulatory 
Commission.

(C) A substance listed pursuant to Title 49 of the Code of Federal Regulations.

(D) A substance listed in Section 339 of Title 8 of the California Code of Regulations.

(E) A material listed as an extremely hazardous waste, as defined in Section 25115, a hazardous waste, as defined 
in Section 25117, or a hazardous substance, as defined in Cal. Health & Saf. Code § 78075.



CERS 
ELEMENTS 



FACILITY INFORMATION

ALWAYS REQUIRED TO SUBMIT THIS ELEMENT 

• Business Activities
oIndicate which programs are applicable
oMark “yes” to open program element

• Business Owner/Operator Information 
oOwner – sole ownership, could be Inc or LLC if applicable
oPrimary Contact with 24-hour phone number
oEnvironmental Contact – usually first contact 
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HAZARDOUS MATERIAL INVENTORY
IN 1987 STATES WERE GIVEN FLEXIBILITY TO IMPLEMENT HAZARDOUS CHEMICAL 
INVENTORY REPORTING REQUIREMENTS 

• Chemical Name
• Extremely Hazardous Substance (EHS)
• Trade Secret
• Mixture Composition
• Physical and Health Hazards (24 Federal Hazardous Categories)
• Max Amount, Average Daily Amount, Number of Day’s On-site, Storage 

Types, Conditions, Locations
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HSC§ 25506 and USC § 11022 



HAZARDOUS MATERIAL 
INVENTORY TEMPLATE IN CERS
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HAZARDOUS MATERIAL 
INVENTORY TEMPLATE IN CERS
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SITE MAP

Sample Footer Text 14



SITE MAP
SHALL CONTAIN THE FOLLOWING AS WELL AS ADDITIONAL INFO IF THE CUPA
DEEMS NECESSARY/REQUIRED

• Required- AB 1716
o North Orientation
o Adjacent Street
o Access and Exit Points
o Evacuation Staging Area
o Hazardous Material Handling/Storage Area
o Emergency Response Equipment

• If Present
o Loading Areas
o Internal Roads
o Storm and Sewer Drains
o Emergency Shut-off’s 

HSC§ 25505(a)(2)
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EXAMPLE SITE MAP
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EMPLOYEE TRAINING
NEW EMPLOYEES AND CURRENT EMPLOYEES
• Safety Procedures in the event of release or threatened release
• Familiarity with Emergency Response Plan

o Emergency Response Personnel and CUPA
oMitigate release
o Evacuation plans and procedures

• May take into consideration the position of each employee
• Documented electronically or by card copy
• Available for 3-years

HSC§ 25505(a)(4)
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EMPLOYEE TRAINING IN CERS
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EMERGENCY RESPONSE PLAN
IN THE EVENT OF A REPORTABLE RELEASE OR THREATENED RELEASE

• Immediate Notification
oLocal Emergency Rescue Personnel (911)
oLocal CUPA
oCalOES (800) 852-7550
oNational Response Center (800) 424-8802
oNearest Hospital

• Procedures for Mitigation
• Evacuation Plans and Procedures

HSC§ 25505(a)(3 ), 19CCR §  2658, 22CCR §  66265.52
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CERS HAS A TEMPLATE TO 
DOWNLOAD
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EMERGENCY RESPONSE & 
CONTINGENCY PLAN

EMERGENCY RESPONSE - HMBP
• 19CCR§ 2658

• HSC§ 25505(a)(4)
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• 22CCR§ 66265.51

CONTINGENCY - HAZWASTE

TEMPLATE IS A COMBINATION OF HMBP AND HAZWASTE REQUIREMENTS
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22CCR§ 66265.52(c)
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22CCR§ 66265.52(g)

6.95HSC§ 25505(3)(A)

19CCR§ 2658(b)
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6.95HSC§ 25505(3)(c)

6.95HSC§ 25505(3)(B)

22CCR§ 66265.52(d)

19CCR§ 2658(c)
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6.95HSC§ 25505(3)(c)

19CCR§ 2658(d)

22CCR§ 66265.52(f)

22CCR§ 66265.52(f)

22CCR§ 66265.52(c)
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22CCR§ 66265.52(e)
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19CCR§ 2658(e)
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22CCR§ 66265.16(a)

22CCR§ 66262.34(d)(2)

6.95HSC§ 25505(4)



FREQUENCY OF 
CERS SUBMITTAL 



CERS SUBMITTALS
ACCURATE AND COMPLETE HMBP IS REQUIRED TO BE SUBMITTED

• Due date
oEstablished by the CUPA
oOtherwise, March 1st

oOr, if otherwise given by CalEPA

• Define ‘Complete’ CERS
oAll elements in CERS (Facility Information, Hazardous 

Material Inventory, Emergency Response Plan)
oExemption – Hazardous Waste ONLY generators only 

require one time Facility Information submittal 

HSC§ 25508.2
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ABOUT CERS
SUMMARY

• AB 1429
• January 1, 2020
• New feature – allows business to easily 

meet requirements to annually certify that 
CERS is complete, accurate, and, if 
applicable, meets EPCRA reporting 
requirements

• Reporting Requirements – once every 3 
years 

• Submit a complete HMBP every 3 years
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• NO elements in ‘Draft’ 

• A complete submittal was previously made

• Elements are: Submitted, Under Review, 
Accepted

• Previous submittal made within 36 months

• NOT subject to APSA 

• NOT subject to EPCRA

ELIGIBILITY REQUIREMENTS 



WAYS TO MAKE A SUBMITTAL 
THERE ARE NOW 3 WAYS TO MAKE A COMPLETE SUBMITTAL: 
• Certify

o Quick two button submittal to “certify” all elements
o Only applicable for 2 years and then a ‘complete annual submittal’ shall be made
o Unavailable, if previous submittals have been “not accepted” or other criteria
o No Changes to submittal

• Create all HMBP 
o Quick 2 button submittal
o Must verify all elements are being submitted
o No Changes to submittal 

• Complete Annual Submittal 
o Each element individually: start, edit, and submitted
o Ideal for making changes to submittal 
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CERTIFY 
ELIGIBLE

• No submittal elements in 
“draft”

• Facility has previously 
submitted all elements: 
Accepted, Under Review, or 
Submitted

• Made a complete annual 
submittal within 36 months

NOT ELIGIBLE 

• APSA program

• UST program

• 10,000 lbs. of hazardous 
chemicals

• Extremely hazardous substance 
or threshold planning quantities. 
https://www.govinfo.gov/content/pkg/CFR-
2016-title40-vol30/pdf/CFR-2016-title40-
vol30-part355-appA.pdf

• Tiered Permit – Permit by Rule 
Sample Footer Text 35

https://www.govinfo.gov/content/pkg/CFR-2016-title40-vol30/pdf/CFR-2016-title40-vol30-part355-appA.pdf
https://www.govinfo.gov/content/pkg/CFR-2016-title40-vol30/pdf/CFR-2016-title40-vol30-part355-appA.pdf
https://www.govinfo.gov/content/pkg/CFR-2016-title40-vol30/pdf/CFR-2016-title40-vol30-part355-appA.pdf


VISUAL – QUALIFIED TO CERTIFY 
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PBR,



HOW TO CERTIFY 

START AN ANNUAL SUBMITTAL  CERTIFY  CONFIRM YOU HAVE READ THE 
INFORMATION AND QUALIFY  DONE. 
• Submittal may be “NOT Accepted” at a later time

37

Certify will be ‘green’



CERTIFY ALL HMBP SUBMITTAL 

ELIGIBLE

• No changes from prior year

• Facility has previously submitted all 
elements: Facility Information, 
Hazardous Material Inventory, Site 
Map

NOT ELIGIBLE 

• APSA program

• UST program

• Tiered Permit program

Sample Footer Text 38



CREATE ALL HMBP SUBMITTAL 
START AN ANNUAL SUBMITTAL  CREATE ALL HMBP HMBP SUBMITTAL 
ELEMENTS CREATION CONFIRMATION  SUBMIT SELECTED ELEMENTS  DONE
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COMPLETE ANNUAL SUBMITTAL

INFORMATION

• Making a submittal based upon a previous 
submittal

• Each element is individually ‘started’ 

• Submittals in ‘edit’ mode together, can be 
submitted together

REQUIRED

• Changes to any of the elements

• Once every three years (LA County is annual)

• APSA, Tiered Permit (PBR) and UST elements

40
HSC§ 25508(a)(1)©



COMPLETE ANNUAL SUBMITTAL  

START AN ANNUAL SUBMITTAL  START FOR EACH ELEMENT  IF APPLICABLE 
‘EDIT’  SUBMIT  SUBMIT SELECTED ELEMENTS DONE. 
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UPDATES & 
CHANGES 



CHANGES & UPDATES TO INFORMATION
WITHIN 30 DAYS UPDATE AND ELECTRONICALLY SUBMIT

• 100% increase in quantity of hazardous material

• Addition of new hazardous material 

• Changes of the following: 
• Address
• Ownership
• Business Name
• Operations

• Update of site map 
• Update of Emergency Response Needed

HSC§ 25508.1-2
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CERS NEXTGEN
MOVE CERS TO A SUPPORTED PLATFORM, STREAMLINE PROCESSES, AND RE-ALIGN 
WITH THE OVERALL GOALS OF UNIFIED PROGRAM

• Goal launch is Fall 2026

• Updates 
• New user interface
• Submittal process for UST program
• Regulator’s review process and acceptance
• Compliance activity documentation, monitoring, 

and return to compliance process
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CREATE USERNAME & PASSWORD IN CERS
HTTPS://CERSAPPS.CALEPA.CA.GOV/TRAINING/
BUSINESS/ACCOUNT/SIGNIN?RETURNURL=%2F

TRAINING%2FBUSINESS%2F

https://cersapps.calepa.ca.gov/Training/Business/Account/SignIn?ReturnUrl=%2fTraining%2fBusiness%2f
https://cersapps.calepa.ca.gov/Training/Business/Account/SignIn?ReturnUrl=%2fTraining%2fBusiness%2f
https://cersapps.calepa.ca.gov/Training/Business/Account/SignIn?ReturnUrl=%2fTraining%2fBusiness%2f


Create a CERS facility account 
& submit all required elements
https://cersapps.calepa.ca.gov/Training/
Business/4852  

https://cersapps.calepa.ca.gov/Training/Business/4852
https://cersapps.calepa.ca.gov/Training/Business/4852


Any Questions?
Name, Title, Agency/Business

Email Address
Phone Number

26th California Unified Program
Annual Training Conference

February 26-29, 2024
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