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• Brief History of SPCC Rule
• Introduction to APSA
• Violation Classifications
• Common APSA Related Tanks
• Navigating CERS and the Violation Library
• Common Violations



40 CFR 112: Federal SPCC Rule
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• Came into effect in January 1974
• Requirements for prevention, preparedness and response to 

oil discharges
• Scope of SPCC rule apply to specific non-transportation 

(facility not exclusively covered by DOT) related facilities
➢ Reasonably expected to discharge oil into navigable waters, and
➢ Greater than 1,320 gal (only containers with capacity of 55 gal or more), 

or
➢ Underground storage capacity greater than 42,000 gal



SPCC Plans and Rules
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• APSA references federal standards
• Must prepare and implement a site-specific SPCC plan

➢ Operating, inspection, and testing procedures
➢ Containment and control measures
➢ Countermeasures and cleanup measures



40 CFR 112 Breakdown
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• Subpart A – 112.1 – 112.7
➢ Applicability, definitions, and general requirements

• Subpart B – 112.8 – 112.11
➢ Petroleum oil at on-shore and non-oil production facilities

• Subpart C – 112.12 (not part of APSA)
➢ Requirements for animal fats and vegetable oils

• Subpart D – 112.20 
➢ Facility Response Plan



40 CFR 112 APSA Relevant Sections
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• 112.1 – General Applicability
• 112.2 – Definitions
• 112.3 – Requirements to prepare and implement SPCC Plan
• 112.4 – Amendments of SPCC Plan by EPA
• 112.5 – SPCC Plan by Owner



40 CFR 112 APSA Relevant Sections
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• 112.6 – Qualified Facility Plan Requirements
• 112.7 – General Requirements for SPCC
• 112.8 – SPCC Plan requirements for onshore facilities
• 112.20(e) – Substantial Harm Criteria



APSA
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• Under 1989 law, State Water Board and Regional Water Board 
responsibility for administration

• Due to 2002-2003 financial crisis, responsibilities were shifted 
and in 2008 AB 1130 transferred responsibilities to UPAs

• Effective 2013 AB 1566 authorized OSFM as the oversight 
agency for APSA



Assembly Bill 1130
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• Facilities with storage capacity of 1,320 gal or more of 
petroleum to prepare implement SPCC plan

• Inspections at facilities with storage capacity of greater than 
or equal to 10,000 gal of petroleum every 3 years

• Require inspectors to complete an AST training program



Assembly Bill 2902
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• CHSC 25270.2
• SPCC plan require for facilities with less than 1,320 gal storage 

capacity and one or more Tank in an Underground Area 
(TIUGA)

• Tank facility with less than 1,320 gal of petroleum may use 
qualified SPCC template ore prepare a full SPCC plan

• Excludes following TIUGA if facility – hydraulic fluid for closed 
loop mechanical systems, sump, clarifiers, catch basin



Tier I Facilities
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• Total aboveground oil storage capacity of 10,000 gal or less
• No aboveground oil storage container greater than 5,000 gal
• No single oil discharge greater than 1,000 gal
• No two discharges greater than 42 gal within any 12 month 

period
• May use EPA template
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Tier II Facilities
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• Total aboveground oil storage capacity of 10,000 gal or less
• Any aboveground oil storage container greater than 5,000 gal
• No single oil discharge greater than 1,000 gal
• No two discharges greater than 42 gal within any 12 month 

period
• May use OSFM template
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PE Certified Plan – Non-Qualified
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• Typically much longer and more detailed than templates 
• Must be PE reviewed and certified
• PE certification does not relieve the owner/operator of duty to 

prepare and implement plan



APSA Petroleum vs US EPA Oil
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• APSA regulates petroleum oil
➢ Crude oil or any fraction thereof
➢ Liquid at 60 degrees Fahrenheit

• US EPA regulates all types of oil
➢ Petroleum
➢ Animal (including fats and greases)
➢ Vegetable (including nut based oil)



Slido Question 1
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Is Biodiesel subject to APSA requirements?

A) Yes

B) No

C) It depends

D) I don’t know



Slido Question 1

26th California Unified Program
Annual Training Conference

February 26-29, 2024



Slido Question 2
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Is Liquified Petroleum Gas (LPG) subject to 

APSA requirements?

A) Yes

B) No

C) It depends

D) I don’t know



Slido Question 2
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Slido Question 3
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Is Hot Mix Asphalt subject to APSA 

requirements?

A) Yes

B) No

C) It depends

D) I don’t know



Slido Question 3
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Slido Question 4
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Is Grease subject to APSA requirements?

A) Yes

B) No

C) It depends

D) I don’t know



Slido Question 4
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Slido Question 5
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Is Machining Coolant subject to APSA 

requirements?

A) Yes

B) No

C) It depends

D) I don’t know



Slido Question 5
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Slido Question 6
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Is Mineral Oil subject to APSA 

requirements?

A) Yes

B) No

C) It depends

D) I don’t know



Slido Question 6
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Slido Question 7
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Is Synthetic Oil subject to APSA 

requirements?

A) Yes

B) No

C) It depends

D) I don’t know



Slido Question 7
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Regulated Facilities and Requirements
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• Facility has storage capacity of 1,320 gal or more of petroleum

• One or more tanks meet definition of Tank in Underground 
Area (TIUGA)

• File annual tank facility statement or HMBP electronically to 
CERS

• Prepare and implement an SPCC plan 



Violation Classification
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• Minor
➢ Least egregious type of violation
➢ No economic benefit from noncompliance
➢ Violation doesn’t result in injury to person or property 

• Class II
➢ Failure to  correct minor violations 
➢ Violations that do not meet criteria of Minor or Class I violations 

• Class I
➢ Most egregious type of violation
➢ Intentional, should have known, falsifying documents
➢ Post a significant harm to the environment or human life



Violation Classification Examples
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• Minor
➢ Plan doesn’t provide cross reference
➢ Incomplete or inaccurate facility diagram

• Class II
➢ Technical amendment not certified 
➢ No management approval of the SPCC plan

• Class I
➢ Non-qualified facility that doesn’t have a SPCC plan
➢ Failure to correct violations after previously cited and failed to comply



Things To Consider

26th California Unified Program
Annual Training Conference

February 26-29, 2024

• Relative hazard
• Intent
• Number of violations
• Compliance history
• Economic benefit



Things Not To Consider
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• Potential outcomes of future enforcement
• Size or fiscal health of the business
• Demeaner of the facility representative



APSA Penalties
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• Civil penalty of no more than $5,000 per day
➢ 25270.4.5(a): Failure to prepare SPCC plan
➢ 25270.6(a): Failure to submit a Tank Facility Statement  
➢ 25270.6(b): Failure to pay APSA Program Fee
➢ 25270.8: Reporting petroleum spill

• Subsequent violation civil penalty of no more than $10,000 per 
day

• Potential to be prosecuted as a misdemeanor



Elevating Violations
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• All effort should be made to gain compliance
• Failure to come into compliance can lead to elevated 

classification
• Explanation provided to businesses of enforcement pathway



Graduated Enforcement
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Minor

• Notice to 
comply

• Timeline for 
correction

Class II

• Escalate 
notice to 
comply

• Reinspection

Class I

• Notice of 
violation

• Formal 
Enforcement



Common APSA Regulated Facilities
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• Aboveground fueling sites

• Automotive repair shops 

• Big warehouses 

• High rise and hospital buildings



Common Tank Exemptions Under APSA
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• CHSC 25270.2(a)
➢ Aboveground oil production tanks 

➢ Oil-filled electrical equipment

➢ Tanks regulated as a UST 

➢ TIUGA less than 55 gal



Regulation of Farms Under APSA

26th California Unified Program
Annual Training Conference

February 26-29, 2024



Oil Lubrication and Fuel Tanks
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Mobile Refuelers
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• May or may not be subject to APSA based off of operations



TIUGA
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• Must allow for direct viewing of exterior of tank to check for 
leaks

• Direct viewing not required for double-walled tanks

• Older tank systems may not meet TIUGA requirements



Generator Systems
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Importance of Inspection Report
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• Agency’s and public’s record of the inspection
• Documents  and supports potential violations
• Include corrective action requirements
• Stick to the facts/relevant information
• Provides information for future inspectors
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Violation Type Number
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• First Number is the UPA Program
➢ HMBP = 1 , UST = 2, Hazwaste = 3, APSA = 4, CalARP = 5

• Second number is the subcategory of UPA Program
➢ RCRA LQG = 31, TP = 32, HHW = 33



Violation Type Number
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• Middle two numbers indicate the Violation Category
➢ Administration/Documentation = 10
➢ Training = 20
➢ Operations/Maintenance = 30
➢ Release/Leaks/Spills = 40
➢ Abandonment/Illegal Disposal/Unauthorized Treatment = 50
➢ Design/Construction = 60



Violation Type Number
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• Last three numbers are the Violation Number for specific 
category added to the library

Program – Category – Number 

4010001

40 – 10 – 001

40 = APSA  10 = Admin/Doc  001 = 1st violation for Admin/Doc
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2017 – 2023 APSA Facilities in CERS
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2023 APSA Inspection Data
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• Inspections conducted: 5924 
• Violations cited: 6416 
• Violation Categories

➢ Abandonment/Illegal Disposal/Unauthorized Treatment: 2 violations
➢ Administration/Documentation: 3998 violations
➢ Operations/Maintenance: 1637 violations 
➢ Release/Leaks/Spills: 26 violations
➢ Training: 753 violations



2017 – 2023 Inspections Conducted
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2017 – 2023 Violations Cited

26th California Unified Program
Annual Training Conference

February 26-29, 2024



2017 – 2023 Violation Categories
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2017 – 2023 Violation Trends
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4010 – Admin/Documentation
4020 – Training

4030 – Operations/Maintenance
4040 – Release/Leak/Spill



2017 – 2023 Top 10 Violations 
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Usage of General Violations
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4010 – Admin/Documentation
4020 – Training 

4030 – Operations/Maintenance
4040 – Releases/Leak/Spill



APSA FAQ

26th California Unified Program
Annual Training Conference

February 26-29, 2024

• I already submit a HMBP, do I still need an SPCC plan?

• Can a business with multiple facilities/locations have a single 
SPCC plan?

• Are ASTs that are empty or no longer in service still required to 
be included in a facility’s SPCC plan?



Additional Resources
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• Board of Professional Engineers, Land Surveyors, and 
Geologists

• California CUPA Forum Board

• CERS Violation Library

• Department of Consumer Affairs

• OSFM Website

• SPCC EPA Guidance Document

https://bpelsg.ca.gov/
https://calcupa.org/index.html
https://cersbusiness.calepa.ca.gov/Public/Violations/
https://search.dca.ca.gov/
https://osfm.fire.ca.gov/what-we-do/pipeline-safety-and-cupa/certified-unified-program-agency/aboveground-petroleum-storage-act
https://www.epa.gov/oil-spills-prevention-and-preparedness-regulations/spill-prevention-control-and-countermeasure-1


Any Questions?
Erik Cheng, LA County Fire, 

erik.cheng@fire.lacounty.gov
Justin Tao, LA County Fire, 

justin.tao@fire.lacounty.gov
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