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Objective
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• Review CUPA related environmental programs that apply 
to industrial/commercial practices to remind, refresh, 
and/or provide awareness for first-timers. 

Specifically with respect to:
1. Hazardous Materials Business Plan (HMBP)
2. Hazardous Waste



Poll No. 1  
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Who are you representing today? (e.g. State, CUPA, 
Industry, School, etc.)



Hazardous Materials 
Business Plan (HMBP)



Poll No. 2
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How many HMBPs have you submitted 
within the last two years?

a) None
b) 1 – 5
c) 6 – 20
d) More than 20



Poll No. 3
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Which HMBP upload spreadsheets have you 
used?

a) Owner/operator data
b) Hazardous materials inventory
c) Both
d) Neither



Poll No. 4  
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What do you find to be most confusing about 
the HMBP program/submittal?



Hazardous Materials Business Plan (HMBP) 
– Common Violations/Issues
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• HMBP not readily accessible during inspection
• HMBP not re-certified annually
• CERS “Not Accepted” status not addressed in a timely 

manner
• CERS inventory not current/complete
• Inadequate and/or undocumented employee training



Hazardous Material Basics
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1. Know where to find the safety data sheet (SDS)

2. Store chemicals in an appropriate manner

3. Put chemicals away when not in use

4. Preference on keeping chemicals in their original containers; 
minimize secondary containers

5. Dispose of chemical in a proper manner

6. Manage hazardous materials in a manner to reduce/ eliminate 
likelihood of release



Hazardous Materials & Applicability
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• What is a hazardous material?
➢ Any material that, because of quantity, concentration, or physical or 

chemical characteristics, poses a significant present or threatened hazard 
to human health and safety or to the environment, if released into the 
workplace or the environment [Health and Safety Code, Section 25501(0)]. 
(All hazardous waste is considered to be a hazardous material.) 

➢ A hazardous material is essentially anything that requires a safety data 
sheet (SDS).



Hazardous Materials & Applicability
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• Hazardous Materials Inventory thresholds*:
➢ 55 gallons (liquid)
➢ 500 pounds (solid)
➢ 200 cubic feet (compressed gas)

• There are some reporting thresholds exceptions: 
➢ Example: Simple asphyxiants (nitrogen, helium, argon, neon, krypton, 

xenon) and mixtures of these gases containing 21% or less of oxygen > 
1,000 ft3)

• HMBP due March 1st unless local ordinance lists otherwise 



Navigating through CERS
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CERS holds so much 
more than the HMBP 
report.
• Submittal history
• CUPA comments
• Reporting status
• Downloads
• CUPA contact info
• Local CUPA requirements
• and more …



Navigating through CERS - Tools
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Navigating through CERS - Reports
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CERS - HMBP Reporting 
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• Elements of an HMBP Submittal: 
➢ Owner/Operator Information
➢ Business Activities
➢ Chemical Inventory
➢ Site Map
➢ Emergency Response/Contingency Plan
➢ Aboveground Petroleum Storage Act 

(APSA), if applicable
➢ Underground Storage Tank (UST), if 

applicable



CERS – Owner/Operator
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• Important to keep contacts current:
➢ Primary & Secondary, Environmental 

AND Billing

• APN & number of employees 
required by several CUPA per Local 
Ordinances

• Don’t forget property owner is to 
receive at least one notification that 
an HMBP has been filed 



CERS – Business Activities
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• Indicate what activities/operations are present
• Keep a look-out for local ordinance 

requirements
• If you click that you generate hazardous 

waste, CERS will validate EPA ID number  
(new)

• APSA is similar to but not the same as SPCC
• Click on        for more detailed information?



CERS - Inventory
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Include all materials that 
exceed the reporting 
thresholds (in aggregate):
• State:

➢ 55 gallons
➢ 500 pounds
➢ 200 cubic feet

• Local Ordinance:
➢ May be less than 

State 
*Sample from San Diego County CUPA Retail 

Reporting Guide



Bulk Downloads & Uploads
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Where & how:
• Owner/Operator information
➢ Under “Tools” button

• Chemical Inventory
➢ Under the “Inventory” element for single facility
➢ Under “Tools” for multi-facility

Tips:
• Don’t alter the template
• Don’t wait until the last 

minute



CERS – Site Map
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The local CUPA may require submission of one or both of the 
site maps described below:
• A general site plan that can include, but not be limited to, the 

location of buildings, exterior storage facilities, permanent access 
ways, evacuation routes, parking lots, internal roads, chemical 
loading areas, equipment cleaning areas, storm and sanitary 
sewer accesses, emergency equipment and adjacent property 
uses.

• A building floor plan that includes hazardous materials storage 
areas within the building, rooms, doorways, corridors, means of 
egress and evacuation routes.



Emergency Response / Contingency Plan
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An Emergency Response/ Contingency Plan outlines who to call, what to do, 
and where emergency response equipment/supplies are located, if needed. 



Emergency Response / Contingency Plan
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Agency contact information:
• CUPA emergency number
• Water Board
• OES, NRC, DTSC, etc.

Site specific information:
• Site emergency contacts
• Medical center/ hospital
• Response equipment & locations
• Earthquake vulnerable locations
• Training program



Aboveground Petroleum Storage Act (ASPA)
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You are required to file an APSA Tank Facility Statement if:
• Your tank facility is subject to the oil pollution prevention regulations in the Code of 

Federal Regulations, Title 40, Part 112 (aka SPCC) OR
• Your tank facility has petroleum products in aboveground containers, equipment or 

tanks, including tanks in underground areas, with a shell capacity equal to or greater 
than 55 gallons where the combined quantity at the facility meets or exceeds 1,320 
gallons OR

• Your tank facility has one or more tanks in an underground area (TIUGA) AND
• You are not required to submit an HMBP, such as federal facilities (e.g. military bases) 

and residences, other than single family homes* that have home heating oil tanks



ASPA, cont.
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• Do NOT upload your Spill Prevention, Control & 
Countermeasure (SPCC) Plan into CERS

• If APSA documentation is requested by CUPA, 
choose “Provided Elsewhere in CERS” indicating 
the Inventory

• Utilize Office of the State Fire Marshal resources 
for FAQs and background 



Underground Storage Tank (UST)
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*Utilize CA Water Boards resources 
for FAQs and tutorials



HMBP submittal complete, now what?
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Revisions are required within 30 days of significant change, such as:
• Greater than 100% increase in quantity of hazardous material/waste
• Begin handling previously undisclosed hazardous material/hazardous waste 

meeting the reportable quantities 
• Change in emergency contacts
• Change in business name, ownership, or address



Strrrrretch Break!



Hazardous Waste



Poll No. 5
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What type of hazardous waste category is 
your site (or do you mainly inspect)? 

a) Small Quantity Generator (SQG)
b) Large Quantity Generator (LQG)
c) Unsure
d) I don’t have any hazardous waste



Poll No. 6
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What issue(s) do you see with respect to HW 
compliance at your site(s)? Check all that apply.

a) Waste determinations
b) Container management
c) Inspections
d) Training
e) Recordkeeping



Hazardous Waste – Common Violations
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• Failure to obtain and/or keep active EPA ID number
• Failure to keep HW containers closed
• Failure to properly label HW containers & tanks
• HW employee training
• Improperly manage empty containers that previously 

held hazardous material
• Failure to meet accumulation time requirements



Waste Program Tip
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• Implement a Waste Management Program and 
make it YOUR OWN (literally)!
➢ Hazardous waste
➢ Universal waste
➢ Solid waste
➢ Recycling
➢ Organics (SB 1383)



Waste Determinations 
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TIP: Create a waste decision tree or matrix

In general, the person who decides to discard something is responsible for determining 
if it is a hazardous waste. If you determine the waste is a hazardous waste, you can then 
determine if the item could be managed as universal waste.



Waste Determinations 
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• Ask yourself:
➢ Is the material a waste?
➢ Is the waste excluded or exempted?
➢ Is the waste a “listed waste” (i.e., listed in Article 4 or 

4.1, or Appendix X)?
➢ Does the waste exhibit a characteristic of hazardous 

waste?

• Review/compare data (i.e., SDS & analytical 
results) to waste definitions/thresholds  

https://dtsc.ca.gov/defining
-hazardous-waste/

https://dtsc.ca.gov/defining-hazardous-waste/
https://dtsc.ca.gov/defining-hazardous-waste/


Basic HW Definition
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• A waste is Hazardous Waste (“HW”) if it is:
➢ Characteristic Waste  (22 CCR Article 3) 

❑ Toxic (specific testing is required)
❑ Reactive (explosive, toxic gas)
❑ Ignitable (flash point <140 deg F.)
❑ Corrosive (pH <2 or >12.5)

➢ Listed Waste - Listed as posing a threat in the absence of special 
regulation; posing a threat even if properly managed, exhibits a 
hazardous waste characteristic, otherwise hazardous



Basic UW Definition
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• Universal wastes are hazardous wastes that were 
determined to pose a lower immediate risk to people 
and the environment compared to other hazardous 
wastes.

• Universal Wastes per CA Regulations:
1. Batteries
2. Lamps
3. Electronic Devices
4. Cathode Ray Tubes 

(CRTs)

5. CRT Glass
6. Mercury Wastes
7. Non-Empty Aerosol Cans
8. Photovoltaic (PV) Modules



Hazardous & Universal Waste Basics
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Requirements Hazardous Universal

Types of Waste Characteristic and/or 
Listed (EPA &/or CA)

Listed as UW in CA

Accumulation Limit 180 days (SQG) / 
90 days (LQG)

1 year

Labeling Full details Limited details

Manifesting Required Not required; Bill of Lading, receipt 
and/or self-generated record

Regulations Federal & State Federal & State



HW Labeling
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• Mark the HW container with:
1) Words “Hazardous Waste”
2) Generator Information
3) Hazardous Properties of the waste
4) Physical State of the waste (i.e. liquid, solid)
5) Contents of the container
6) Accumulation start date 

• Each time waste is added, confirm label matches contents, that container is 
not leaking, and that lid is secure when done.

• Waste hauler may add the necessary HW labels with DOT requirements upon 
shipment. Verify they are consistent.  



UW Labeling

25th California Unified Program
Annual Training Conference

March 20, 2023

• Properly label the compatible container:
➢ Words "Universal Waste” 
➢ Contents 

❑ (i.e. Universal Waste -- Battery(ies)," or "Waste 
Battery(ies)," or "Used Battery(ies)" 

➢ Accumulation start date

• Segregate UW into distinct containers:
➢ Don’t mix batteries, bulbs & lamps, electronic 

waste, etc. in one container 

• Accumulate UW for no more than 1 year



Empty Labeling
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• A container/inner liner > 5 gallons in capacity shall be marked 
with the date it was emptied and managed within one year 

• What is empty?
➢ Containers That Held Pourable Materials - all material must be removed by any 

practicable means (including draining, pouring, pumping or aspirating)
➢ Containers Holding Non-Pourable Materials - no hazardous material shall remain 

in the container that can feasibly be removed by physical methods, including 
scraping and chipping, but not rinsing

➢ Containers Holding Acute or Extremely Hazardous Waste - have been triple-rinsed 
using a solvent capable of removing the material or equivalent removal

➢ Containers Being Sent Back to the Manufacturer for Refilling – specific 
management and requirements in order to follow less stringent HW standards



Waste Inspections
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Containers Must Be Inspected Regularly
• Look for labels, container/area condition, spills, etc. 

➢ If container becomes damaged (including significant dents or 
evidence of cracks/rust/corrosion) or is leaking, immediately 
remove waste

➢ Ensure HW is compatible with container 
➢ Keep containers of HW closed & secured except when adding 

or removing HW 
➢ Confirm spill/response equipment present, as needed

All waste accumulation areas should be examined! 



Waste Inspections
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• Inspect the hazardous waste accumulation 
area(s) and HW containers at least weekly 
by using an inspection guide posted in the 
accumulation area or a checklist

• Inspection is required, record of inspection 
not required



Emergency Response
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• Fire extinguishers
• PPE (e.g. gloves, glasses, etc.)
• Spill kits (e.g. absorbents, bags, brooms, etc.)
• Evacuation routes & assembly point(s)
• LQG vs. SQG Contingency Plan requirements

• Plan in the CALM for the CHOAS!



Hazardous Waste Shipments
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Every time hazardous waste is picked up for shipment:
• The waste hauler shall:

➢ Bring/print manifest with approved items;

➢ Apply proper DOT label, as needed; and

➢ Present manifest for trained HW staff to sign (or e-sign).

• Upon review & verification, the site shall sign Hazardous Waste Manifest 

and keep a copy of the Manifest

• The waste hauler shall provide a copy of the TSDF signed manifest within 

45 days of shipment



Hazardous Waste Manifests
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• Don’t assume hauler knows more than 
generator

• Confirm hauler accounts for  waste 
properly on manifest

• Verify any new labels added to container
• Send Generator copy to DTSC within 30 

days of shipment (if not a full e-manifest)
• Get signed manifest back from TSDF 

within 45 days of shipment



Records
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• Keep records of all shipments and receipts of HW & UW for 3 years in 
Hazardous Waste Program Folder.

• Document the length of time you have accumulated waste

• Maintain staff training records

• Recommendation that any correspondence received from an 
Environmental Agency shall be emailed to EHS Manager/ Corporate in 
a timely manner

• Recommend saving files in a folder on an internal shared drive and/or a 
hard copy binder



Training
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• Ensure employees receive proper training in waste 
management, shipment, and spill cleanup as appropriate 
for job duties

• Those signing hazardous waste manifests need BOTH 
hazardous waste and DOT training

• LQGs are required to have a written Training Plan per 
California H&SC §66265.16 



Any Questions?

Jayme Dryden | Sr. Environmental Engineer | QISP 
T: 805.764.6005 | M: 805.358.5256
601 E. Daily Dr., Ste. 302, Camarillo CA 93010
jdryden@algcorp.com | www.algcorp.com

mailto:jdryden@algcorp.com
http://www.algcorp.com/
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