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History of the HMBP Program

What is a hazardous material?

HMBP Program Requirements

CERS Submittal
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Poll Question #1 of 2 – Multiple Choice

What is your background?
a) Regulator
b) Industry
c) Consultant
d) Other
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Poll Question #2 of 2 – Multiple Choice

• How many years of experience do you have with the hazardous 
materials program?

a) Less than 1
b) 1-3
c) 3-5
d) More than 5





Of the 
Hazardous 
Materials 
Business Plan
HMBP



?

?





Bhopal India
● 45 TONS of MIC 

(Methyl Isocyanate 
Gas) released at the 
Union Carbide Plant

● Over 500,000 people 
exposed

● Death toll estimated 
at 20,000

December 2nd, 1984



MULTIPLE FAILURES



TOXIC CLOUD LEAKS AT 
CARBIDE PLANT IN WEST 
VIRGINIA August 12th, 1985

● Cloud of toxic 
chemicals released

● 135 people treated 
● 28 people admitted to 

the hospital



October 1986

3 PARTS

● Emergency Planning

● Release Notification

● Inventory Disclosure

EPCRA is signed into law
Emergency Planning and Community Right-To-Know Act





Created by the 
state to 
comply EPCRA

CERS & HMBP6 LEPCs and 
83 UPAs are 
created to 
enforce the 
HSC

LEPC & CUPACAL OES is the 
state SERC 
established 
and oversees 
the UPAs & 
LEPC 

CAL OESTo comply with 
EPCRA 
California 
writes CH 6.95 
of the CHSC

CHSC & BEPEach state has 
to designate a 
Emergency 
Response 
Commission

SERC & TERCRequires 
states to 
implement 
hazardous 
material 
emergency 
planning and 
inventory 
disclosure

EPCRA & SARA



WIFM
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FEDS

STATE

LOCAL
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EPCRA

CHSC Chapter 6.95

CCR, Title 19, Div. 2
LOCAL 
ORDINACES
❏ Vary by 

Agency



H AZARDOUS 
M ATERIALS 
B USINESS 
P LAN

1. BUSINESS ACTIVITIES

1. OWNER / OPERATOR 
IDENTIFICATION

1. CHEMICAL INVENTORY

1. SITE MAP

1. EMERGENCY RESPONSE PLAN

1. EMPLOYEE TRAINING PLAN
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ELECTRONIC REPORTING
○ Assembly Bill 2286 - effective January 1, 2009 –All Unified Program regulated businesses 

must electronically submit to the UPA  through CERS or a local UPA portal.
○ Assembly Bill 1429 - changes the required reporting frequency for hazardous materials 

handlers. 
■ Starting January 1, 2020:

○ Handlers NOT subject to EPCRA and APSA 
■ Must annually certify (HSC §25508.2) 
■ Submit their business plan every three years (HSC §25508 (a)(1)(C)) 

○ Handlers subject to EPCRA or APSA 
■ Must submit a complete business plan annually   



21st Annual California CUPA Training Conference
February 2019

Initial
• Submit within 30 day of reaching threshold. Check  with your 

UPA if advanced notification is required.
• 30 days to correct deficient or “declined” submission.

Annual
• UPA may set a date.
• It could be your first annual submission.
• Or, March 1st.

Change

1. 100% increase.
2. New material over threshold
3. Address, owner, or name change.
4. Substantial change.
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H AZARDOUS 
M ATERIALS

● “Handle” - To use, generate, process, produce, package, treat, store, emit, discharge, 
or dispose of a hazardous material in any fashion.

● “Hazardous Material” - A material…because of its quantity, concentration, or physical 
or chemical characteristics, poses a significant present or potential hazard to human 
health and safety or to the environment if released into the workplace or the 
environment…

HSC 25501 (l)&(m)
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● Federal, State or Local Listed Substance - Title 10 
CFR, Title 8 CCR or material adopted into ordinance by 
the local unified program agency.

● Safety Data Sheet (SDS) - Hazardous 
Substances Information and Training Act

● Hazardous Waste - HSC 
25115, 25117, and 25316.

● DOT Regulated - Title 49 CFR

Considered Hazardous if………
HSC 25502(n)(2)
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SAFETY DATA SHEETS



IT’S HAZARDOUS IF…
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“HANDLES”
use, generate, process, 
produce, package, treat, 
store, emit, discharge, or 
dispose

“HAZARDOUS 
MATERIAL”

SDS, DOT, Hazardous 
Waste, Federal, State, Local 
Listed

REPORTABLE 
AMOUNT

HSC 25507

H AZARDOUS 
M ATERIALS 
B USINESS 
P LAN
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Physical states

… if a hazardous material or mixture 
is determined to exceed threshold 
quantities at standard temperature 
and pressure, it shall be reported in 
the physical state at which it is 
stored.

HSC 25507(a)(1)(B)

55 
GALLONS

500
POUNDS

200
CUBIC 
FEET
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POUNDS
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Basic 
Exemption
Examples

Under Standard Reporting Thresholds
HSC 25507(a)(1),(3),(8)

● Federally Listed Hazardous Materials
● Combustible Metals

Over Standard Reporting Thresholds 
HSC 25507(a)(4)

● Recycled Paint
● Irritants
● Simple Asphyxiants
● Medical Gases
● CO2
● Non Flammable Refrigerant Gases
● Closed System Fire Suppression Gases

Conditionally Exempt Materials
HSC 25507(b)

● Retail
● Non Flammable Refrigerant Gases used for comfort or server cooling
● Hydraulic Systems (less than 1320 gallons)
● Oil Filled Electrical equipment not contiguous to a electric facility (less 

than 1320 gallons)
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HSC 25507 

Quick 
Reference 
Guide

jason.parker@lacity.org



25th California Unified Program
Annual Training Conference

March 20-23, 2023

HM 201 
shout out

Time and Place
● Tuesday 3/21/23
● 1 PM
● GOLD KEY I/II Room

TOPICS COVERED
● Detailed Overview of Exemptions 
● Mixture Reporting
● Trade Secret
● Changes to the HMBP Program



SITE MAP



WHY?

HOW IS THIS 
IMPORTANT?IS ANYONE EVER 

GOING TO LOOK AT 
THIS?

IN AN 
EMERGENCY IS 
ANYONE GOING 
TO USE THIS?

WHY DO I NEED TO DO 
THIS?



Real Time Access To Site Maps



Is 
this 
a 
good 
map?



HSC 25505 (a)(2) A site map that contains north 
orientation, loading areas, internal roads, adjacent 
streets, storm and sewer drains, access and exit 
points, emergency shut offs, evacuation staging 
areas, hazardous material handling and storage 
areas, emergency response equipment, and 
additional map requirements the governing body of 
the unified program agency finds necessary. 



10 ITEMSLAYOUT

● LOADING AREAS

● INTERNAL ROADS

● ADJACENT 
STREETS

● ACCESS AND EXITS 
POINTS

● NORTH 
ORIENTATION

HAZMAT

● HAZARDOUS 
MATERIAL 
HANDLING AND 
STORAGE AREAS

FORGOTTEN 4

● EVACUATION 
STAGING AREA

● EMERGENCY SHUT 
OFFS

● EMERGENCY 
RESPONSE 
EQUIPMENT 

● STORM AND 
SEWER DRAINS



HSC 25505 (a)(2) A site map that contains north 
orientation, loading areas, internal roads, adjacent 
streets, storm and sewer drains, access and exit 
points, emergency shut offs, evacuation staging 
areas, hazardous material handling and storage 
areas, emergency response equipment, and 
additional map requirements the governing body of 
the unified program agency finds necessary. 

What do 
these 
have in 
common
?



● LOADING AREAS
● INTERNAL ROADS
● ADJACENT STREETS
● ACCESS AND EXITS 

POINTS
● NORTH ORIENTATION
● HAZARDOUS MATERIAL 

HANDLING AND 
STORAGE AREAS

● EVACUATION STAGING 
AREA

● EMERGENCY SHUT 
OFFS

● EMERGENCY 
RESPONSE EQUIPMENT 

● STORM AND SEWER 
DRAINS

SINGLE BUILDING

LARGE FACILITY

MULTI-STORY FACILITY



SINGLE 
BUILDING



LARGE 
FACILITY



MULTI-STORY FACILITY



HOW TO PREPARE A SITE MAP



IS THIS A GOOD MAP?

EVACUATION 
STAGING 

AREA

SHUT OFFS

EMERGENCY 
RESPONSE 

EQUIPMENT

DRAINS



EVACUATION 
STAGING AREA

SHUT OFFS

EMERGENCY 
RESPONSE 

EQUIPMENT

DRAINS

IS THIS A GOOD MAP?



EMERGENCY RESPONSE & EMPLOYEE TRAINING 
PLANS



EMERGENCY RESPONSE VS. CONTINGENCY

● Release Notification 
Procedures

● Internal Notification 
Procedures

● Local Medical Assistance

EMERGENCY RESPONSE

19 CCR § 2658 & HSC §25505(a)(4)

Required for HMBP

CONTINGENCY

22 CCR § 66265.51

Haz Waste Code

● Evacuation Procedures

● Containment and Clean 
Up Procedures

● Earthquake Vulnerability

6 ELEMENTS



● Immediate notification of local emergency 
response personnel, the CA Emergency 
Management Agency (CALOES), & the local 
Program Agency

RELEASE NOTIFICATION 



INTERNAL NOTIFICATION

● Immediate notification of 
facility personnel necessary 
for emergency incident 
response.



● Identification of local emergency medical 
assistance appropriate for potential 
emergencies

LOCAL MEDICAL ASSISTANCE 



● Evacuation plans and procedures, 
including immediate notice, for the 
business site

EVACUATION PROCEDURES

CONTINGENCY PLAN ONLY



● Procedures for mitigation, 
prevention or abatement of
hazards to minimize 
release.

CONTAINMENT AND CLEAN UP



EARTHQUAKE VULNERABILITY

● Must include identification of 
facility  areas/systems that require 
immediate inspection/isolation 
after earthquakes



CERS TEMPLATE VS. SELF-GENERATED PLAN

Must include all 6 elements

1. Release Notification
2. Internal Notification 
3. Local Medical Assistance
4. Evacuation Procedures
5. Containment & Clean Up
6. Earthquake Vulnerability

WATCHOUT FOR SIMILAR PLANS 

● Highrise
● Hospitals
● Airports
● Government Buildings
● Large Facilities



EMPLOYEE TRAINING 
PLAN

● ALL employees must 
be trained when hired 
and annually thereafter

● Training can be tailored 
to job duties

● Records must be 
maintained for 3 year



● 6 ER Plan 
Elements

● Safe Handling 
of Hazardous 
Materials

● Use of 
Emergency 
Response 
Equipment

Most facilities will need to submit a separate training 
plan



Break 
Time
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Resources
CalEPA HMBP Program Overview
https://calepa.ca.gov/hazardous-materials-business-plan-program/

CERS Portal Change and New Feature – Hazardous Materials Business Plan Annual Certification (AB1429): 
https://cers.calepa.ca.gov/wp-content/uploads/sites/11/2020/09/CERS-Business-Portal-Help-NEW-Feature-AB1429-Self-
Certification-9.15.20.pdf

AB 1429 CalEPA Webinar Presentation
https://calepa.ca.gov/wp-content/uploads/sites/6/2020/11/HMBP-Annual-Certification-Webinar-presentation.pdf

Site Map Templates – Single Building, Multistory Building, Large Facility (under site map)
https://www.lafd.org/fire-prevention/cupa/hazardous-materials

https://calepa.ca.gov/hazardous-materials-business-plan-program/
https://cers.calepa.ca.gov/wp-content/uploads/sites/11/2020/09/CERS-Business-Portal-Help-NEW-Feature-AB1429-Self-Certification-9.15.20.pdf
https://calepa.ca.gov/wp-content/uploads/sites/6/2020/11/HMBP-Annual-Certification-Webinar-presentation.pdf
https://www.lafd.org/fire-prevention/cupa/hazardous-materials


Questions?
Jason Parker - Jason.Parker@lacity.org

Minh Le - minh.u.le@lacity.org
Alonso Mejia - almejia@ochca.com

mailto:Jason.Parker@lacity.org
mailto:minh.u.le@lacity.org
mailto:almejia@ochca.com
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