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Overview & Program

• Welcome John Elkins, CalEPA

• Background Jim Bohon, CalEPA

• ESF10 Local Work Group Outcomes John Elkins, CalEPA

• CBRNResponder Demo Megan Callan, Chainbridge



Background
• 2014 - 2016 Wildland Fires, Active Shooter, 

other incidents identifies better situational 
awareness need.

• CalEPA has expanded role in emergency 
response (ESF-10)

• Local Hazmat Specialists used across 
jurisdictions (No Mutual Aid)

• 2014 – 2016 CalEPA and CUPA Forum

• Efforts to define Field Responder Tool 
that uses HMBP Data (Failed)



Background

• 2017 CUPA Forum DEAP (draft) 
Published (Final published June 2022)

• 2017 ChemResponder developed 
from FEMA RadResponder

• No licensing costs

• Financial support codified in 
federal law



Background

• 2019 CalEPA CERS NextGen project 
removes CERS ER Tab from requirements

• Helped CUPAs meet legal 
requirements

• Low usage: 350 Accesses / Year 
(includes signup and trainings)

• 2019 CalEPA looks at ChemResponder
potential uses

• Replace CERS ER Tab



Background

• 2019 HMBP Area Plan and EEIs cross-walked 
against ChemResponder

• ChemResponder could be used

• 2020 CalEPA, CalOES, and CUPA Forum look 
at ChemResponder (AdHoc Workgroup)

• Decide to move forward with Pilot Project



Background

• 2020 ESF-10 Local WG Formed

• Meets Oct 2020 to May 2022

• ESF-10 Local WG is mainly 
administrative (not first 
responders)

Members
John Elkins, Chair Emergency Operations and Refinery Safety Manager
Fred Chun City of Santa Clara CUPA Manager, CUPA Forum Chair
John Paine CalEPA Unified Program Manager
Chuck Tobias Assistant Chief CalOES Fire Hazmat Inland Region IV
Jack Fry Assistant Chief CalOES Fire Hazmat Southern Region VI
Jack Harrah CalOES Hazmat (CalARP, HMBP, & Area Plan)
Pete Jensen Bat. Chief, Venture FD, Firescope Hazmat Specialist Gp
Royce Long City of Los Angeles CUPA Manager
Mario Tresierras Los Angeles County CUPA
Jag Sahota Solano County CUPA Manager, CCDEH Representative
Gary Cantwell CalCUPA ER TAG & Yuba County Hazmat Team
Greg Bazley US EPA Region 9
Brad Long San Diego County Hazmat

Pilot CUPAs
Clark Pickell Yuba County CUPA
Matt Kaufmann Contra Costa County CUPA
Chief Jason Rizzi City of Roseville CUPA
Sande Pence San Diego County CUPA
Eric Scott City of Santa Fe Springs CUPA (Joined in 2021)

Federal Agencies
Terrance Allen FEMA 
Megan Callan Chainbridge



Purpose of Pilot

• Ground truthing use of 
ChemResponder

• Standardized 
implementation guidelines

• Standardized training 
guidelines 



Activities
• Facility & Hazmat data loaded for 5 CUPAs 

• Limited to CalARP and APSA facilities

• CUPAs loaded equipment and staff information into ChemResponder

• CUPAs used ChemResponder in some federal and local exercises

• Some CUPAs used ChemResponder as an event management tool

• Monthly meeting included updates, identifying issues, proposing changes, 
receiving training on ChemResponder



Outcomes

• ESF-10 Local WG made 
recommendations to 
FEMA and Chainbridge

oTools bulk uploading 
process

oTraining topics

oChemical inventory 
display

oOthers



Outcomes: WG 
Developed Some Guides
• Implementation Benchmarks

• Discuss the benchmarks
• Implementation Training 

Guidelines
• Administrative Training guides
• Responder Training guides

ChemResponder Training Library
➢Over 100 Videos
➢Over 40 Documents

CBRNResponder General Training Outline: Administrative

Each item has document and video resources like item 1

1. Introduction to ChemResponder

a) ChemResponder New User Webinar for Website and Mobile 
Application (YouTube Video, Reference 123)

b) First Time User Website Basics (Resource Video Reference 302)

c) Getting Started with CBRNResponder (YouTube Video, 
Reference 180)

d) Introduction to CBRNResponder Mobile App (Resource Video 
Reference (307)

2. Creating an Event

3. Roles and Permissions

4. Organizations

5. Managing Partnerships

6. Managing Personnel

7. Managing Equipment

8. Chemical SITREPs and HAZMAT Incident Database

9. Facility Management 

10. Mobile App Data Collection

11. Lessons Learned



Next Steps
• Adoption of electronic CUPA Area Plan using ChemResponder

• Optional for CUPAs
• Three-year process aligned with CUPA Evaluations

• Cross-walking the CUPA Forum DEAP with ChemResponder
• ID parts of DEAP to be integrated into electronic Area Plan

• Integration into CERS NextGen implementation
• Transition of access to CERS ER Tab to access through 

ChemResponder



Please Hold Questions 
until after the 
ChemResponder Presentation


